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Letter from the Superintendent 
Parents and Community Members, 

It is hard to believe that the 2020-2021 School Year will be wrapping up in just a few 
months. As you know, this school year has been unlike any other, and there have 
been challenges for us to collectively overcome. We can all take great pride in the 
learning that is taking place. Throughout the school year, whether in-person or 
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online, our Garden City Public Schools students experienced the 
curriculum in new and creative ways. Moreover, our dedicated 
staff continues to utilize instructional technology and 
contemporary teaching strategies to ensure that even during a 
pandemic our students remain engaged with learning and the 
school experience. 

As we look forward optimistically to the next school year, we are 
excited for the upcoming bond projects that will enhance our 
buildings and facilities. This spring, work will begin at Garden City 
High School with renovations to the athletic field, swimming pool, 
O’Leary Auditorium, and science classrooms. These renovations 
and upgrades will benefit current and future Garden City Public 
Schools’ students. 

We at Garden City Public Schools remain grateful for the 
continued support of the community, and we are excited to 
continue to serve our students as we move beyond the pandemic 
towards normalcy. Please continue to be well, stay safe, and enjoy 
the spring weather. 

All the Best, 

 
Derek Fisher 

WWW.GARDENCITYSCHOOLS.COM 2

Even during the 
Pandemic, School 

Improvement 
Continues

The teachers and principals 
of Garden City Public 
Schools care about our 
students and are always 
looking for ways to improve 
the services we provide.  

Our District continued the 
school improvement 
process virtually while the 
District was required to 
work remotely.  

Are you interested in 
participating on a school 
improvement team? We 
encourage parents and 
community members to 
join our team. Please reach 
out to Dr. McNeece if you 
want more information. 
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Secondary Concurrent Teaching and Learning 
Teachers in multiple special education classes, Cambridge 
Alternative High School, Garden City High School, and 
Garden City Middle School jumped into concurrent teaching 
when students returned to school this winter. Concurrent 
teaching means teachers have students in their classrooms 
and online at the same time. This helps students keep a 
normal schedule and allows teachers to continue with the 
same pacing standards typical of an academic school year.  

Teachers mastered multiple technologies. Students adjusted 
to desk shields and safety protocols. All in all, the teachers 
and students of Garden City Public Schools stepped up to meet the 
challenges of learning during a pandemic.  

All of us wish we didn’t experience this 
pandemic, but it’s important to recognize 
and celebrate the new skills our teachers 
and students have learned. These skills 
will help our students greatly in their 
future education and vocational 
endeavors. 
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2020 Bond Thank You 
On May 5th 2020, Garden City residents passed a bond resolution for the children of our 
community. Your decision to support their education is a reflection of this community’s  
ideals and principles. The teachers, support staff, and administration thank you for 
investing in the buildings and facilities that will leave a legacy for the next 
generation of Garden City students.  

Renovations to the Garden City High School begin this summer. 
Upcoming improvements include: the pool, athletic field, science labs, 
O’Leary Auditorium, and the Cambridge parking lot. These exciting 
upgrades are possible because of your support. Thank You! 
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Wild about Reading at Memorial 1-2 Campus 
March is Reading Month got off to a great 
start. This year’s theme was Wild about 
Reading! We had students from the Garden 
City High School come to Memorial on a 
Friday to assist us. Avery McMechan spent 
many hours painting the gym windows with 
a jungle theme; she even included a lion! 
Autumn Jennings, Regan Buterbaugh, and 
Kylie Buterbaugh stuffed prize bags for our 
amazing first and second grade readers. 

Our March is Reading Month Committee 
planned numerous fun activities for 
students; both virtual and in-person. The 
team started with a virtual “kick-off” that all 
classrooms could use. Every Tuesday, a 
mystery reader was shown in class on a video 
reading a book. We even had Mr. Fisher who 
read The Good Egg by Jory John. 

During the month-long event, Memorial celebrated reading by wearing 
“Read” shirts, dressing up like their favorite book character, and wearing 
something green for St. Patrick’s Day. If you were to drive by Memorial on 
a warm and sunny day, you might even see a classroom outside reading.   

Memorial finished off March is Reading Month with a virtual book fair. 
The virtual  book fair provided students and families, whether virtual or 
in-person, the opportunity to peruse the newest books to read. We truly 
are Wild About Reading!  
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BTC Holds Kindness Month 

During the month of March, Burger Transition Center focused on 
kindness as part of our PBIS plan. Teachers and students talked about 
kindness, respectfulness, and understanding. Pictured are BTC 
students Glenda B & Sydney P showing off the B-Bucks they earned for 
saying the daily pledge. Below are BTC staff members Hannah G, 
Latricia H, and Ashley E in front of the RESPECT banner completed by 
each in-person classroom as part of Kindness Month! 
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Burger Student Succeeds during the Pandemic 
Virtual learning is challenging for any student, but for a non-
verbal student who has autism, virtual learning can be extremely 
difficult. In-person students practice communication using visual 
aids, assistive communication devices (ACC), and core boards in 
everyday learning. Practicing communication in a virtual setting 
presents challenges, but KeMaree D (pictured here) shines bright.  

KeMaree was introduced to LAMP, an assistive communication 
device program to produce words and sentences to communicate. 
She has done an absolutely amazing job learning the LAMP 
program as a remote learner. KeMaree uses her LAMP device 
during lessons to answer questions, communicate her wants and 
needs, and to communicate with staff and peers. Words can’t 
describe how thrilled we are with how far KeMaree has come. 
Keep up the great work, KeMaree!  

Lathers Kindergarten Stays 
Focused on Student Learning 
Lathers has been back to in-person learning since February 1st. Our 
students have adjusted nicely and our staff are so happy to have 
them here at Lathers. Our virtual students are also progressing 
nicely.  

All students are expanding their writing 
skills. Teachers are helping students 
with pencil grip, sketching ideas on 
paper, and writing sentences. Writer’s 
Workshop is in full swing, and our staff 
is committed to meeting the needs of all 
learners. 

Small group guided reading and Daily 5 
are taking place in all of our 

kindergarten classrooms. It looks different this 
year, and we are working on Daily 5 components: 
working on writing, reading to self, doing word 
work, listening to reading, and small group 
lessons with the teachers.   
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Farmington 5-6 Welcomes 
Back Students 
Students at Farmington whether in-person or virtual have 
been doing an excellent job learning. 

Remote learners continue to use Schoology and Zoom as 
platforms to assist learning. We are impressed with their 
collaboration and communication skills; it will take them far. 

Students that returned 
have enjoyed time on 
the playground and 
interacting with their 
peers. These students 
appreciate the hands-on 
learning they have 
everyday. Both groups 
are thankful for their 
teachers’ work to make 
learning happen. 
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Principals and 
Administrators 

Create In-person 
Safety Videos

As Garden City Public Schools 
prepared for in-person 
learning, building 
administrators  developed 
plans based on their students’ 
ages and needs and made 
sure all Wayne County Health 
Department Guidelines were 
followed.  

Thank you Garden City 
Administrators, teachers, and 
support staff for your work 
supporting in-person 
instruction. 

Check out the video @ 
tinyurl.com/gcsafe 
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A Pandemic Couldn’t Stop our High School 
Winter Sports 
With the required safety standards in place, students of the Garden City High School 
were able to participate in winter sports. Athletics, like all extracurricular activities, 
help round out a student’s high school experience and develop maturity. 
Special congratulations to our boys and girls bowling teams. Both placed 
second in the league. Go Cougars! 
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Cambridge Cares 
“Beat the Winter Blues Basket” raffle was held at 
Cambridge High School to help the students beat the 
dreary winter blues. The basket included: cozy feel-good 
items, hot chocolate mixes, and a $25 gas card. Our 
happy winner was Aniyah S!!!! 

The Cambridge community 
made sure students 
received a gift this past 
holiday season. We had 
over 100 students drive up 
to look at all the winter 
decorations and pick up 
their special holiday gifts.  
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Auto’s for Autism 2020 sponsors helped us raise over $15,000 with our Virtual Car 
Show! These sponsors made sure that the Burger Schools for Children with Autism 
would have funds to help with additional expenses, in a school year like no other. If 
you are in need of any of our generous sponsor’s services, please reach out to these 
awesome supporters of Garden City Schools and thank them by giving them your 
business. 

Motor State Street Rods 
Rogala’s 

Hope Pickens Photography 
Color Nails 

My Bugs Lyfe Crafted Fundraiser 
Sparks Towing 

C A R S Automotive service 
Tom Henley Lawn Care 
Dewey's Transmission 
IDC Heating & Cooling 

Comfort Keepers 
Nankin Hardware 
Center Mass, Inc. 

National Realty Centers 
14K Pawn and Gun 

John N. Santeiu & Son, Inc. 
Pool Town 

Fire Alarm Services, Inc. 
Liberty Title 

Doug's Auto Body Shop 
Suburbans CDJR of Garden City 

Eisenhower Center 
Schoolcraft College 

Barson's Greenhouse 
Mortgage 1, Inc. 

J & L Unlimited, LLC 
Rods and Relics Car Club 

Village Quik Lube 
North Brother's Ford 
City of Garden City 

Outback Auto Repair 
Varsity Ford, Inc. 
Larry's Auto Parts 

P & M Properties, INC. 

Gordon Chevrolet 
Great Lakes AC 
Klei Enterprises 

Firing Line 
Trader Joes 

Auto One 
The Road Knights Car Club 

Jones Allstate Agency 


